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PRESS RELEASE 

Agfa DR room certified for earthquake 
resistance by OSHPD, California, USA 
 
DR 600 ceiling suspended direct radiography system 
successfully undergoes live shake tests that simulate real 
seismic activity 
 
Mortsel, Belgium – 08 July 2019 – 16:00 CET 

 

 California’s Seismic Safety Act requires hospitals to meet specific 

requirements to ensure safety of the public and that they can continue to 

operate following an earthquake. 

 Non-structural components, including certain medical equipment is 

included in the legislation. 

 Agfa’s DR 600 has been pre-approved for use in projects 

under OSHPD's jurisdiction. 

 

Agfa announces that it has successfully renewed its OSHPD Special Seismic 

Certification Pre-approval in California, USA, for the DR 600 X-ray room. The 

pre-approval ensures that the DR 600 complies with the AC-156 acceptance 

criteria for nonstructural components to be used in health facilities in California. 

 

The successful completion of the stringent live tests also offers an important 

indicator of earthquake resistance for healthcare facilities around the world in 

areas that are subject to seismic activity. 

 

Reliability under challenging conditions 

Seismic activity in earthquake-prone regions poses a special challenge to 

hospitals, in terms of both construction practices and equipment installations. 

Many of these regions have adopted codes and standards to ensure that 

structures and equipment maintain their integrity despite earthquakes. 

 

Following a devastating earthquake in California in 1994 that caused significant 

damage to multiple hospitals, California passed legislation to improve hospitals’ 

resilience to seismic events. The Office of Statewide Health Planning and 

Development of California (OSHPD), which regulates the healthcare facilities in 
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 California, offers equipment manufacturers the possibility to have their 

equipment pre-approved for use on healthcare facility projects under OSHPD’s 

jurisdiction. 

 

The stringent tests comprised in the AC-156 acceptance criteria cannot be 

carried out through analysis, but only through live shake tests to simulate the 

impact of a real earthquake. 

 

DR 600 high-performance system meets AC-156 criteria 

The ceiling-suspended, fully automatic DR 600 direct radiography (DR) room 

delivers high speed, precision and comfort, with innovative technologies 

including ZeroForce Technology for quick, easy manual movement of the tube 

head and EasyStitch Technology for full leg/full spine imaging.  

 

Rigorous live testing was carried out on the DR 600, including the elevated 

table, the fully automated X-ray tube suspension with bridge, the motorized 

tilting bucky on a wall stand, the workstation, the DICOM widescreen touch 

monitor, generator and storage cabinet, and more. To ensure compliance, Agfa 

developed specific software and a mounting kit for the DR 600. 

 

Testing was carried out by a third-party engineering facility, which found that the 

DR 600 meets the AC-156 requirements for structural integrity and manufacturer 

requirements for functionality. 

 

“The successful renewal of our DR 600 seismic certification with OSHPD proves 

our ability to provide top-performance solutions that are reliable, even under 

very challenging conditions,” comments Louis Kuitenbrouwer, Vice President, 

Radiology Solutions at Agfa. “The California certification requirements are 

known to be very stringent, so this result is important for hospitals anywhere that 

want to be prepared to continue providing care after earthquakes.” 

 

          For an image, courtesy of Agfa, click here 

 

About Agfa 

Agfa develops, produces and distributes an extensive range of imaging systems and workflow solutions for the 

printing industry, the healthcare sector, as well as for specific hi-tech industries such as printed electronics & 

renewable energy solutions.  The headquarters are located in Belgium. The largest production and research 
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centers are located in Belgium, the United States, Canada, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Austria, 

China and Brazil. Agfa is commercially active worldwide through wholly owned sales organizations in more 

than 40 countries. 

 

 

For more information on Agfa please visit www.agfa.com 
 

 
 

Agfa and the Agfa rhombus are trademarks of Agfa-Gevaert N.V. Belgium or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 
 
All information contained herein is intended for guidance purposes only, and characteristics of the products 
and services described in this publication can be changed at any time without notice. Products and services 
may not be available for your local area. Please contact your local sales representative for availability 
information. Agfa diligently strives to provide as accurate information as possible, but shall not be responsible 
for any typographical error.  
 
 
Only the English version of this press release is legally valid.  The versions in other languages only represent a 
translation of the original English version. 
 


